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determined agreeably to surprize her with an unexpected
visit, for which purpose he prevailed on his commanding
officer not to notice his sleeping one night out of the Tower,
and getting into a hackney coach at dusk drove to the West
end of the town. Quitting the carriage in Piccadilly, he
walked to Savile row, where meaning suddenly to take his
lovely girl to his arms, he knocked a single knock, and upon
a maid servant opening the door he whispered her not to
announce his arrival and was proceeding up stairs, when the
maid greatly agitated, entreated him not to go up until she
had prepared her mistress; he however paid no attention
to the woman's desire, went up, and entering the drawing
room was struck dumb with horror and astonishment at
seeing his lovely young bride sitting at a small round table
with bottles and glasses upon it, she being beastly and
stupidly drunk, her hair dishevelled and bosom quite bare.
Opposite to her sat her own butler, nearly in the same state
of intoxication, but upon Horneck's going into the room,
he contrived to rise from his chair and stagger away until
forced back by his master.

Horneck then looked into the sleeping apartment, and
perceived the bed in a very rumpled state. Ringing the
bell, he ordered all the servants up, when assembled asking
them the meaning of the disgusting scene he beheld. The
footman answered that the conduct of his mistress had
been so publicly abandoned and shameless, they took it
for granted it must have reached his ears; that since his
absence she had scarcely ever been sober for six hours
together ; that the butler usually dined with her and both
drank to the same degree of excess he then saw. Upon
further investigation he learned that she had several times
got intoxicated previous to his going to the Tower, but had
then shut herself into her own room, pretending indis-
position. He had also the melancholy conviction of her
having before she had been a week his wife prostituted her
person to many of his immediate and particular friends,
amongst whom was their host, Scawen ! During this un-
pleasant enquiry she lay with her head upon the table utterly